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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS: 



A pre-formed insulation module having a body shaped to a component to 
be insulated including: 

an ORstriated insulation layer shaped to the body comprising a rigid fibrous 
insulating material having fibres sealed having no specific orientation relative to 
the module within s&cl layers by a sealing agent and being substantially uniform 
in composition and densftv over a cross section of said layer which has an inner 
surface adjacent to a surfac^vqf a component to be insulated; an outer surface 
and contacting surfaces; 

a substantially non-fibrous, resifteqt cladding layer shaped to the body and 
directly adhered to the insulation layer at theater surface thereof; and 

connection, meansjdisposed along the lehgth of the body (for hingejessly^ 



connecting with at least one further adjacent insulation module wherein said 
insulation and cladding "layers of said module are disposesU-elative to each other 
such that , on connection to said further insulation module, nqsulation layers of 
said module and said at least one further module are brought intbscontact along 
said contacting surfaces of the insulation layers of the modules for insulating at 
least a portion of the component. 



1 wherein said module is a part-cylindrical 
\ng said insulation layer along the length of 
lal axis thereof such as to overlap with a 



insulation module 
module with 
the module on both 

cladding layer of said further moduTel^raU^ast partial connection therewith; and 
said modules provided along its length with circurftfei^ntial beads for location of 
a longrtkrainally disposed adjacent module. 



A method for manufacturing an insulation module having a body shaped to 
a comjfon^nt to be insulated including: 

an unstrisitecUQSulation layer shaped to the body comprising a rigid fibrous 
insulating material havincpfibre^sealed, having no particular orientation relative to 
the module, within the layer by a seaitmgagent and being substantially uniform in 
composition and density over a cross sectiol>ofsaid layer which has an inner 
surface adjacent to a surface of a component to beirt&ulated; an outer surface; 
and contacting surfaces; 



AMENDED SHEET 
IPEA/AU 



4 




iPU C3l *it'.L 



14a 



;p c.j> r-ii rjii "tp ini -n 

PCT/AU99/00328 
Received 28 February 2000 



a substantially non-fibrous resilient cladding layer shaped to the body and 
directly adhered to the insulation layer at the outer surface thereof; and 

connection means disposed along the length of the body for connecting 
with at least one further adjacent insulation module wherein said insulation and 
cladding layers of said module are disposed relative to each other such that, on 
connection to said further adjacent insulation module, insulation layers of said 
module and said at least one further module are brought into contact along said 
contacting surfaces of the insulation layers of the modules for insulating a portion 
of the component and which includes the step of taking a pre-form of a fibrous 
insulating material, cutting it to shape and applying to that pre-form, prior to 
cladding, a sealing agent for encapsulating fibres of said fibrous insulating 
material for preventing unacceptable release of fibres into the insulation 
environment during normal use. 



4. The method of claim 3 further including adhering a metallic cladding layer 
free of fibres to the insulating layer following the sealing operation. 




5. The method of claim 3 or 4 wherein /said sealing agent is an acrylic 
emulsion. 



6. The method of any one of claim 
part-p^lindrical in shape. 



wherein said pre-form is at least 



A method of insulating a component comprising securing to that 
compQjTent a pre-formed insulation module having a body shaped to a 
componenKo be insulated including: 

an unstristted insulation layer shaped to the body comprising a rigid fibrous 
insulating material having fibres sealed having no specific orientation relative to 
the module within said layerby^ sealing agent and being substantially uniform in 
composition and density over a cf©^s section of said layer which has an inner 
surface adjacent to a surface of a com^&oent to be insulated; an outer surface 
and contacting surfaces; 

a substantially non-fibrous, resilient cladding^aj(er shaped to the body and 
directly adhered to the insulation layer at the outer surfacfe^hereof; and 
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connection means disposed along the length of the body for hingelessly 
connectimjswith at least one further adjacent insulation module wherein said 
insulation anchdadding layers of said module are disposed relative to each other 
such that , on cohnection to said further insulation module, insulation layers of 
said module and saichat least one further module are brought into contact along 
said contacting surfaces\rf the insulation layers of the modules for insulating at 
least a portion of the component; and connecting said module to at least one 
further adjacent module of likexjpnstruction by co-operation of their respective 
connection means for insulating a portion of a component. 



8. The method of claim 7 wherein said\component is a pipe and said module 
is a part-cylindrical module with cladding lay&r overlapping said insulation layer 
along the length of the module on both sides of a longitudinal axis thereof such as 
to overlap with a cladding layer of said further\nodule for at least partial 
connection therewith; and said module is provide!! along its length with 
circumferential beads for location of a longitudinally disposeisL adjacent module. 



9. The method of claim 7 or 8 wherein 
together. 





modules are interference fitted 



1 0. The method of any one of claims<Z-icJ 9 in which said inner surfaces of said 
module directly contact the insulated portiorji of said component. 



DATED this 22 nd day of February, 2000 
BAINS HARDING LIMITED 



WATERMARK PATENT & TRADEMARK ATTORNEYS 
4TH FLOOR "DURACK CENTRE" 
263 ADELAIDE TERRACE 
PERTH WA 6000 



AMENDED SHEET 
!PEA/AU 



